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Voluntary Artificial Trans Fat Reduction (ATFR) Program Application 

 
The Los Angeles County (LAC) Environmental Health (EH), in recognition of those food 
facilities who are making the effort to voluntarily remove artificial trans fats from their 
menu, is implementing a placard recognition program. This placard can be proudly 
displayed at your food facility to let potential customers know that your facility is 
participating in the ATFR Program. 
 

PURPOSE 
 
The criteria and procedures set forth by LAC EH are intended to ensure that those food 
facilities who display this placard are honestly presenting their food items to the public 
as advertised. In fact, the success or failure of this placard program rests on the overall 
diligence of the participating facilities’ integrity in maintaining a zero grams trans fat 
program in their respective food businesses. The goal is for this placard to be 
meaningful to the customer when they are making healthy choices for their dining 
experience. 
 

APPLICATION/APPROVAL PROCESS 
 
The following documents/requirements need to be submitted along with the completed 
application form. Please note that if any of the documents/requirements are not 
furnished during the initial submission, the application will be returned. 
 

1. A completed application for the LAC EH placard program. 
 

Food facility chains shall only be required to submit one application for all 
locations if all of the following conditions are met. 

a. Each location shares common ownership. 
b. Each location conducts food service operations consistent with the food 

facility chain’s operational model. 
c. Foods received, prepared, and offered for sale at each location are the 

same for each location throughout the chain. 
 
2. A signed “Conditions of Participation Agreement”. 

 
3. An application fee of $204.00 made payable to the Los Angeles Department of 

Public Health. 
 
Food facility chains that meet the conditions noted above (#1a-c) shall be 
required to submit only one application fee of $136.00, plus $68.00 for each 
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location in the chain that will participate in the ATFR Program. For example, a 
chain with three locations participating in the program would pay a total of 
$340.00 ($136 + $68 + $68 + $68). 

 
4. Legible copies of original nutrition fact labels indicating the grams of trans fat per 

serving for all food products: 
 

a. that are, or that contain, fats, oils or shortenings, and 
b. that are, when purchased by the food facility, required by applicable 

federal and state law to have labels, and 
c. that are currently being stored, distributed, held for service, used in 

preparation of any menu items, or served by the food facility. 
 

• Documentation instead of labels. Documentation from the manufacturers 
of such food products, indicating whether the food products contain 
vegetable shortening, margarine, or any kind of partially hydrogenated 
vegetable oil, or indicating trans fat content, may be submitted for 
approval in lieu of copies of original labels. 

 
• Documentation required when food products are not labeled. If baked 

goods (or other food products restricted by the Department’s ATFR 
Program standards) are not required to be labeled when purchased, 
copies of documentation from the manufacturer of the food products, 
(indicating whether the food products contain vegetable shortening, 
margarine or any kind of partially hydrogenated vegetable oil, or indicating 
trans fat content) may be submitted for approval in lieu of copies of 
original labels. 

 
5. A legible copy of the food facility’s menu of food items, or a list of food items 

offered for sale by the facility. 
 

APPROVAL AND DENIAL OF PLACARD 
 
The application will be approved or denied within 30 business days from the date that it 
is received. A decision letter will be sent to all applicants indicating approval or 
reason(s) for denial. Applications that are not complete will be automatically returned to 
the applicant. 
 
If you are approved, a placard will be mailed to you with the approval letter. 
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APPLICATION FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
VOLUNTARY ARTIFICAL TRANS FAT REDUCTION PROGRAM 

 
 

 
Name of 
Organization/Business: 

Name: 
         Last                                    First                                             Middle 

Title/Position: 

*Mailing Address:  
Number                                     Street 

 
               City                              State                Zip Code                Telephone 
 
*If you are submitting an application for a chain please list the address for each location 
on a separate sheet and submit it with your application. If approved, a placard will be 
mailed to each of the locations you’ve listed unless otherwise specified. 
 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST: 
 
(    ) Completed Application Form (with list of additional locations if applicable) 

 
(    ) Signed Condition of Approval Form 
 
(    ) Make check payable to: County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Health 
 
(    ) Legible copies of original nutrition fact labels indicating the grams of trans fat per serving 

for all products (see application for details) 
 
(    ) Legible copy of the food facility’s menu of food items, or a list of food items offered for 

sale by the facility 
 

(    ) Mail your completed application and attachments to:  
 

Environmental Health 
Attn. Consultation & Technical Services 
5050 Commerce Dr. 
Baldwin Park, CA 91706 
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CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 
 
 

You must be a permitted food facility in Los Angeles County to participate in this placard 
recognition program. 
 
By posting the ATFR placard in your facility, you are accepting the responsibilities of 
“truth-in-menu.” Should this facility ever have to substitute an ingredient with one that 
contains reportable levels of trans fat, the placard MUST BE REMOVED IMMEDIATELY 
from display. Only upon re-establishing the advertised “zero grams trans fat” status, can 
the placard be displayed once again. 
 
The ATFR placard is meant to help set your facility apart from all others and to help the 
public make informed choices in their dining experience. To ensure that your staff 
understands the importance of this program, they should be trained in what “trans fats” 
are and where they may be found. This will help to create the trustworthy atmosphere to 
your customer base. 
 
The ATFR placard may not be reproduced in any form without prior approval from LAC 
EH. Any other reproduction, transmission, displays, or editing of the ATFR placard by 
any means mechanical or electronic without the express written permission of LAC EH 
is strictly prohibited.  
 
I have read and agree to the above conditions.  
 
 
  
Signature 
 
 
 

Date 

  Print Name                Position 
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